
 
 

 

Guthrie Housing Authority is excited to update our Residents, Applicants and Community Partners of 
all the wonderful changes made to better serve everyone, while adhering to CDC guidelines for 

enhanced social distancing & overall safety. 

 
GHA will adhere to CDC guidelines for social distancing, PPE (personal protective equipment) and sanitizing.  Our staff will be 

wearing a facemask, and it is encouraged that our clients/visitors wear one as well.  If you have forgotten yours and need one, it 
is not problem at all…just ask our staff when you arrive and we will provide one for you. 

1524 E Perkins  
Guthrie, OK  73044 
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Freeze warning signs will be placed throughout the GHA properties when the freezing  
weather begins to set in.  Whenever the weather is below 25 degrees, all residents are  
asked to drip their indoor faucets.  Also, leave the cabinet doors open under the kitchen 
 & bathroom sinks, as well as the divider between the kitchen and the laundry area (if you 
 have one) so that heat can circulate and keep the water pipes from freezing.   
Your unit’s heat system is much more efficient & safe to use than a space heater.  Keep all 
 items away from wall heaters.  Also, stove-top burners and range ovens should NEVER be 
 used to heat a house.  Guthrie Housing Authority discourages any and all use of space  
heaters!  
If you will be away from your unit during colder weather season, please leave the heat on 
 in your unit.  Set your thermostat at 60 degrees—DO NOT TURN THE HEAT OFF!!!  If the 
 heat is turned off, water pipes may freeze, bust, and many problems will occur.  You will be responsible for ALL DAMAGES if 
the heat is turned off and damages result. 
GHA will not clear snow/ice from any residential porches or sidewalks leading up to a unit.  Only the sidewalks around the 
office building will be cleared.  If snow or ice has blocked a doorway such that the door cannot be opened, maintenance 
workers will clear that snow/ice so that the resident can enter or exit their unit.  If time permits, maintenance workers will 
clear common walkways (such as sidewalks adjacent to parking areas) Parking spaces will not be cleared.  Residents are 
advised to keep rock salt or ice melt in their units to throw out on icy patches.  Please help us with the above issues during 
cold weather.  And please be careful during snowy and icy conditions. 
  

 

 



 

   

Important changes made for safety and ease of use for GHA residents! 

 

Rent Payments:  GHA’s Resident rent payments will continue to be done 
 through the locked drop boxes at either the front or back office doors.  Located right 
 next to the drop-box, there are envelopes to put your checks or money orders.  Staff  
will mail receipts to everyone.  REMEMBER, GHA does NOT accept cash payments…Checks, Money Orders or Cashier’s Checks 
are the allowed payment methods. 
 

 

 
Computer Lab & Fitness Area:  GHA was also able to utilize 
CARES Act funding from HUD to perform some renovations to the Community 
Center/Fitness Equipment space by building separation walls/doors for enhanced 
social distancing and minimizing access/exposure to others that may be in the 
community center for housing management or even other agencies performing 
training seminars, etc.  Residents are encouraged to call-ahead to let GHA Staff 
know they are wanting to visit the Fitness Center, as GHA will only allow up to 3 
persons into the Fitness Equipment room and only 2 persons into the Computer 
Lab at a time.   

 

 

 

 

Appointments: Current GHA Residents will need 
to call in advance to schedule their in-person appointment.  
Staff will only schedule one Resident/Household at a time 
utilizing the community center training/meeting area to 
perform tasks such as signing new leases, annual or interim 
recertifications or other processes that may require their 
signatures, etc.  
With CARES Act funding from HUD, GHA has installed a new 
entry access intercom system at both the front and back office 
doors of the main office building. 
All visitors will be buzzed into the office.  This process will 
minimize contact exposure and maximize safety and social 
distancing.  

 

Applications:  GHA Applicants needing assistance completing their application or making copies of 
support documents, an appointment will also need to be scheduled.  However, there are multiple options to 
handle submitting your application without attending an appointment.   

GHA Applications are located at the front of the office by the document drop box (right side of door), or on our 
website at www.guthriehousing.org and one can be mailed to you upon request. 

Completed applications can be placed back in the GHA Office Document drop box; mailed; faxed or even emailed, 
along with the support documents requested.  GHA’s application intake staff, can be contacted by phone at 
(405)282-3246  or emailed at Apply@ghaok.org 

http://www.guthriehousing.org/
mailto:Apply@ghaok.org


  

 GHA Board of Commissioners 
Scott Wyskiel, Chairperson  ●  John Donosso, Vice-Chairperson   

Jonathan McClin, Resident Commissioner  ●  Carrie Ann Fryar – Commissioner   ●  Michelle DuCom - Commissioner 

PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE SCHEDULED 
 

Beginning Monday, November 9, and continuing through Wednesday, November 25, 2020, 
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., GHA Maintenance Staff will be coming into 
your unit to change the filters on your central air units, to test and change batteries in smoke 
alarms, and to perform preventative maintenance. 
All units will be affected during this time.  This is a part of our routine maintenance and you 
are not required to be in the unit.  If you would prefer to be present during your 
maintenance, please call our office prior to November 1st to schedule an appointment day. 
 

 

 

Pest Control 
Residents play a very important part in pest control.  You are 
responsible to keep your home clutter free and clean, and to 
cooperate with GHA’s pest control efforts.  Your best defense 
against insects and rodents is to keep your unit clean.  Do not 
leave food out on your counters or in your sink.  Keep your cooking 
and food storage areas clean and take out your garbage on a 
regular basis.  If mice, roaches, ants, spiders, fleas, or other insect 
problems persist, call the GHA office. 

Conduct on Property 
Your lease explicitly prohibits fighting or any breach of 
the law.  Such behavior is justification for lease 
termination and eviction.  HUD requires GHA to 
enforce all rules and regulations.  GHA has a zero-
tolerance policy for any activity that threatens the 
health, safety or right to peaceful enjoyment of the 
housing premises by other residents or employees of 
GHA. 
  

 

 What is on your porch/patio?  Only Furniture designed for outdoor use can be left outside.  Please remove all indoor 
Furniture from Porches/Patios IMMEDIATELY.  Any and ALL yard decorations must be on your PORCH – not in the 
yard space.  GHA will not be responsible for yard décor items damaged or stolen that are NOT placed in the 
appropriate place.   
If you had a vegetable garden or flowers planted outside this summer, it’s time to clean up your planting spaces.  Do 
not allow dead materials to remain.  Be sure to unhook and roll up any garden hoses.  If a garden hose is left 
attached to a faucet and it freezes and causes damage, you will be responsible for the cost of any and all 
repairs.  Please visit with our Maintenance Supervisor, Rob, if you need guidance on planting/outdoor décor. 
  

HOLIDAY DECORATIONS 
Outside holiday lights and decorations are allowed, but no holes, nails or staples are permitted.  Plastic clips are okay to hang 

lights.  Inside decorations may be hung using only small nails. If in doubt, call the GHA office prior to hanging up lights or 
decorations.  Please remember to use common sense and good safety practices at all time.  Don’t let your holiday light annoy 

your neighbors.  If you are using a real tree, be sure to water it daily.  Inspect lights to check for frayed or damaged cords.  Do not 
overload circuits.  Turn off and unplug lights and other decorations overnight and if you will be away from home for any time.  Be 
especially careful always with lighted candles.  And please remove any outside decorations when the season is over.  Make this 

holiday season a safe one for all. 
  

 
 

Dogs and cats shall be maintained within the resident’s pet owner’s unit.  When outside the dog or cat shall be kept on a collar or 
harness attached by a leash no longer than six (6) feet long which is able to retain the pet from breaking loose. The resident shall 
maintain control of the pet AT ALL TIMES.  Under no circumstances shall any cat or dog be permitted to roam free in any common areas  

The pet owner shall immediately pick up all animal waste and litter box matter, which will be disposed of in a sealed plastic trash bag 
and placed in a trash receptacle. No pet owner shall permit his/her pet to commit a nuisance in any other part of the exterior or interior common 
area.   

Remember, residents are not only responsible for following GHA policy but those of the City of Guthrie as well.  Fines can be issued by 
the City for Pet Ordinance violations.  
 



 

  

 

 

CHRISTMAS FACTS 

 Each year, 30-35 million real Christmas trees are sold in the 
United States alone. There are 21,000 Christmas tree growers 
in the United States, and trees usually grow for about 15 
years before they are sold. 

 Today, in the Greek and Russian orthodox churches, 
Christmas is celebrated 13 days after the 25th, which is also 
referred to as the Epiphany or Three Kings Day. This is the day 
it is believed that the three wise men finally found Jesus in 
the manger. 

 In the Middle Ages, Christmas celebrations were rowdy and 
raucous—a lot like today’s Mardi Gras parties. 

 From 1659 to 1681, the celebration of Christmas was 
outlawed in Boston, and law-breakers were fined five 
shillings. 

 Christmas was declared a federal holiday in the United States 
on June 26, 1870. 

            
      

          
        

       
         

        
           

          
           

    
       

     
 

Halloween 
Straddling the line between fall and winter, plenty and 

paucity, life and death, Halloween is a time of celebration 
and superstition. It is thought to have originated with the 

ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, when people would 
light bonfires and wear costumes to ward off roaming 

ghosts. In the eighth century, Pope Gregory III designated 
November 1 as a time to honor all saints and martyrs; the 

holiday, All Saints’ Day, incorporated some of the 
traditions of Samhain. The evening before was known as 

All Hallows’ Eve and later Halloween. Over time, 
Halloween evolved into a secular, community-based event 

characterized by child-friendly activities such as trick-or-
treating. In a number of countries around the world, as 
the days grow shorter and the nights get colder, people 
continue to usher in the winter season with gatherings, 

costumes and sweet treats. 

 

 

 

VETERAN’S DAY – NOV, 11TH 
 
Facts: (Census Bureau, 2013) 
Celebrated annually on November 11th, the anniversary of the end 
of World War I. 
    There are 19.6 million veterans in the United States. 
    There are 1.6 million female veterans. 
    There are 9.3 million U.S. veterans over the age of 65. 
Timeline: 
Nov 11, 1918 - The armistice ending World War I begins at 11 am. 
1919 - President Woodrow Wilson proclaims November 11 as 
Armistice Day. 
Nov 11, 1921 - The first Unknown Soldier is reburied at Arlington 
National Cemetery. The tomb has the words inscribed, "Here rests 
in honored glory An American Soldier Known but to God." 
May 13, 1938 - Armistice Day becomes a federal holiday. 
June 1, 1954 - President Dwight Eisenhower signs a bill changing 
Armistice Day to Veterans Day in order to include all U.S. veterans. 
May 30, 1958 - Unknown Soldiers from World War II and the 
Korean War are reburied next to the Unknown Soldier from World 
War I. 
1968 - Congress changes the date of Veterans Day to the fourth 
Monday in October in order to give federal employees a three-day 
weekend. The change begins in 1971. 
September 25, 1975 - President Gerald Ford changes the date of 
Veterans Day back to November 11. The change begins in 1978. 

 

COLUMBUS DAY – OCT. 12TH 
The first Columbus Day celebration took place in 1792, 
when New York’s Columbian Order–better known as 
Tammany Hall–held an event to commemorate the 
historic landing’s 300th anniversary. Taking pride in 
Columbus’ birthplace and faith, Italian and Catholic 
communities in various parts of the country began 
organizing annual religious ceremonies and parades in 
his honor. In 1892, President Benjamin Harrison issued 
a proclamation encouraging Americans to mark the 
400th anniversary of Columbus’ voyage with patriotic 
festivities, writing, “On that day let the people, so far as 
possible, cease from toil and devote themselves to such 
exercises as may best express honor to the discoverer 
and their appreciation of the great achievements of the 
four completed centuries of American life.” 
In 1937, President Franklin D. Roosevelt proclaimed 
Columbus Day a national holiday, largely as a result of 
intense lobbying by the Knights of Columbus, an 
influential Catholic fraternal benefits organization. 
Originally observed every October 12, it was fixed to the 
second Monday in October in 1971. 
 

 

 

http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/benjamin-harrison
http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/franklin-d-roosevelt
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